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If this be accepted as the great poet's function,
we shall realise two points as to the great poet's
:genius. We shall realise first how great that
genius has to be. The poet's mind can reflect
those things only with which it is itself in
sympathy, and, to reflect the character of an age,
it must be in sympathy with many things. It
must have grasped the science and the philosophy
by which the intellect of the age is either ruled
or agitated ; it must have the same grasp on
religious and political feeling. These require-
ments must be remembered, and how great these
requirements are. But there is something more
besides. We must remember that be the genius
never so great, it can grasp and assimilate nothing
but what is present for it to assimilate ; and that
its nature, be it what it will, is subdued to what
it works in.

We have been led into making the above re-
marks because, in a singularly clear way, Mr.
Tennyson is an illustration of the truth of them.
In his poetry, more clearly than in that of
most poets, we can recognise his own age re-
flected, and perceive the real relation between art
and nature ; indeed, from a study of his more
mature poems one might almost construct the